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~ Fourteen Buildings Will Be
- Added to Original Gift In All the Boroughs of the City Activity Marks the
master. NOS. 222 AND 224 EAST ZOTH ST b ‘
MANHATTAN Education.
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SHFEST VOYAGING
5 [N BALLOOAS

~PROFESSOR MYERS,
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Owner of the Famous Balloon
Farm in Herkimer County

Grows Enthusiastic.

[SenCisl, DESPATCH TO 1HE HERALD.§
Uriea; N, Y., Saturday:

ROFESSOR CARL E, MYERS, the

aeronantical englneer at Frankfort,

Horkimer gounty, lias h Lhle “ballean

ferm' o unfgus institltion. Two

! i Grons ATE Rt present largely In evi-

dente on this farm. Qne 13 of hoy

and the other of sillk. The latter is
the wovin producl, anid consists of many
hundred vards of materinl spoclally shnds
and fmported for the manufgciurs of ab'™
ehips. This slik has peceived seven stper-
fmposed chdls of vafslsh, applied by -
chltiery, and to-day, when the farm was
¥laltod by n HumAL) reporter, was drylhgin
the sun, The billoon farm s the only plant

of its kind in America.

CThe ferm) poper contilits many’ sores, and
the lirgatr purlion s devoted (o alvsHlp malk-
ins.

I asked My, Myeis tp explnin the detalls of
M, Betitidw's new sldewhee! alrahip, which
Ts.ub De pntered T comipetitlon @t the Warld's
Fiilr In St Louls next year for the grand
Prize of W, )

My, Myers safd:="1 ap: sxcoodingly sorey
to be upuble fo vomply with the request,

~mueh ag § owould Jike to do so. Mr, Benbow

; 38 ot here, and 1 have no authority to di-

© Nulge his plana,. Yoy may gay, however, thai
tha Benbow aleshlp will Ye p sucoess In aviery
wity, bestdes belng the first o) its kind ever
made in the whole world.”

The generul dsslgn of the Benbow uleshlp
i= similar to' the cyele alrahlp made by Pro-
fesane Myoers in 000 for the B Loufs Exposk
tion he airsalp, whos tled with hydra-
Etn, will Dbe sixteen fect in length, twelve
feet (n dinmieter and will be attached to a
Epar aliont liftesh feel lohg, The propellers,
Jucitied one on ench eide, will ba flve foet
in dength and two fert in width at the ex-
ireme ends. The boat holding tho operstor
Wil henz about =ix feot below the alrahip.
QIRér datalls ave withheid.

Being requested to sayv somerhing abaut
ballooning, Profsssor Myers said:—"Bal-
looning & without a doubi the safest kingd
of navigatlon. In all my» thitly vears of
experiencs I have yeol (o mes: with my
first accldent, I have exliibited for o guuy-
ter of & ecentury, hove ssnl up thousands:
anid thousands of peraons; men and women
nilkte, and, as I =xy, hive hever mat with
Amishap, A modern ballocn, properly ton-

ostruoted nnd esrefully Inflated, ds less dan-
gorous than a rallrond, =o far as travel is

-
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< Navy's Engineer in Chie

HeEnALD BURBAT, 1
THENTE STapRd, N. W, }
Wasmxeues, 1. O, Saturday. J
eall him “the good gray
“ bt in the.Naval Reglster he
is pul down d3 George W, Melvilie,
Redr Admbial, Englneer [n Chlel of
the Nave. e will aign his mall as
head of the Bureau of Staim En-
glntering for the lasi time next Sas-
urdoey, Cor e §s Lo retire, and he rétires with
# reoatd apposite s nume that faw of the
nuval oMoers of to-duy of yesterday can
boast.

Rewr Altmiral Melville has been in Harness
sihce niety ‘diys alter the duthreak of the
civil war, wheh, at twenly; he became an
uifiver of the Engineer Corps,

NO, 8 T

He was' for a tlme on the sidéewhasl steam-
or Michizan, and was later asslgned 1o the
sloop of wirr Dakotab, of the North Atlantio
fleqt, and servid un thati vessel at the attack
ot Lambpert’s Polut and ilo caplure of Nor-
falk. The Dakotah zerved as guard #hip dur-
Ig tne fateful night and morning of the do-
fedt of the Mertimue off Cracey [I=tand in
Norfolk Harbor,

Rear Admimi Melville cantinued to sopve
wilh this fleet until afrer Fareagal mode hisg
pi=sage up. the Misdisslppl. Tt was on his
relurn feom carrving despatches (o Farragut
thnt he was wtineked with typhold fsver and
transferred 1o the hospital (n Key Wosl, 2

Upon his recovery the Rear Admiral was
fttached 1o (he Santlaga de Cuba, and from
er was transferred to the screw sl P
Wachusett, abonrd which he went tn Brazil
to Keep o lookout for and euptire of Confs-
extle yvessels. It wps on this duty that the
young engineer performed one of the mosi
vallani desde of his career.

Proved His Mettle.

Il had bach determined to ram ths Con-
federate ertulzer Florlda, which had ohialned
permission to rémain In the harbor of Bahia
for twenty-four Hours. Offiterg of tha snip
contendad (hat when the Wachusett struck

the enems vesgel her hoilers would he
WIen @ from thelr fastenings by the shock,
Brenk steam 1661ts 4nd probably Kill many
below. This weas not Melviile's dea, byt he

sild to the Qapliin:—

“I do nop believe the boilers will break
lopse, bhist It ¢t a0 there need be bt one
man eacrifl¢ed, for after the engines are
starfed I ecan work them alens and swill
order all hands on deck,"

T determine thie strength of ths Florlda's
batiery, Melville, disgulsed, boarded the
versel In broad daylight, Inspected her Buns
and raturned 1o his ship with the desirad in-
formatien, but not befors he had bHeen or-
dared off the veasel, Fad his identity been

| discovered his captors wonld probably have

hianged him then and there

The ‘engine®r's theory ahbont tha boilars
proved gorrect. He ordered all men up and
rerpaliid alona Bulow. one fireman stauding
by Him; réfusing-to leave him. The Florida
Wi suceessinlly rammoed and the Wavhusett
Wik pone the worse fie the blow.

When he was detsched from the Waohu-
sétl, Melville, when Porier called for men to
volunteer for, “death, glory gnd promotlon,”

Rear

Wils ampn
slgned to
Portar's i
and later

Admiral George W. Melville Will Retire Thisl

Week with Such a Record as Few Of-
ficers of To-Day Can Boast.

\
g the flral“toiRnewer, and was as ¢
torpedo boilt No, serving wilh | =
eet at the capture of E Fisler | Vi
In the clelring and buoying of Lhe

frel of Cawne Fepr Afterwnrd he was
ned th the ginboat Muumee, the (irst
1 Lo ferce Tier wity up the Jimes gs far
48 the rockets below Righmond,

[
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f Ends a Notable- Career; g

The war ended, Repr Admiral Melville
served In the Mexlean Gulf during the ocet-
pation’ and evdeiiutlon of Mexica by the
Frenvh; crulzed (o Brasil In the Lancaster,
Lo the Arctic I the Tigreas, th Ohina and
Jappn in the Tennessso, and agiin went to
the Aretie In the Thetis to reiloeve the Grealy
expoedilion.

When the newe of the ead plight of the
erdw of (he Polarls, who were adrlfi for five
monthe and were' finally poscusd off La-
beador, reached the United Stniles the
Tlgress was chartered (o g0 to thelr rescue,
Melville voluntesred as hei engineer officer,
and, despite the wretehod cimdition of her
machinery, carried her safely through,

This 166 Wim with the Aretic “faver,'" ani
when the Jeannette was fitted out for the
next Aretld expedition, slx vears later, ihe
enginear officer of the Tizress again volun-
teered and served, with anofher Heutennnt,
under Licutenant George W. De Long.” Even
then so highly was his services as nn ergl-
neer valued that e found some difficulty in
obtainiyg (he uecessury permission to ae-
company the expiedition.

The story of the expadition has heen told
vivkdly fi the “loe Jommal” of De Long. In
tilis he referred g Lisutenant Mealvilie in
LhlsE why:—

“Melville & more and more a treasnre
every day. He Is not orly wWitnour a sus-
pemor as an ernglriser, but he je brighit and
cheerful to an extraordinary extent, He
sirigs  will, = alw eontented,  anid
hrightens everyhody by his presence aldne.
He is giwaye belptul and spli-rallant, never
worrles about the future, Is ready for any
emergency, has a chéerful word for averys
body, night and morning, and I5, In fine, o
towar of strenigth in himself.”

The suffering encountere on this expodi-
tion iz nn old story. Reap Admiral Afel-
ville Ling himsel! told of it In his boak, *“I'he
Lefia' Delta.” Whan wig feft In oom-
mand of a4 lhandful of men, and the ship had
been lost, and the men were wearing ot
A A result of cold, hunger and long marches.,

they mutinded, and #ald to the engineer
“"We have no foed; we cannot £0.
ol die”

Pots Quietns on Muotiny,

Melvllla's reply wes charactaristic:— 1 wil
Eo on. We shall eat the dogs first, and nfter
that T will, if necessary, eat you. Yakutsik:
But I will 20 an.'

He went, the miutiny
the xearch for De Long éor
Do Long and his men dead-on the tlver hank.

"oy hsrpolc == Meelville was promoted,
@ bill for the purpose belng passsd by Con-
ET65s.

ahandonad and
nyued, He found

Rear Admiral Melville las been enginesr
in chief of 1ae navy since 1887, During this
time there have been ¢onstructed or are now
bullding for the uivy 136 vessels of all tvpes;
with #n aggregate horie power of 1,115,332
and a tolsl displntement of 45676 Lons.

Noteworthy Bas been the Renr Admirsl's
fight for the recomgaition of thi ¢nginesy;
and hecauge of hiz ability and high position
Eis efforts in this direstion Rave betn syress-
ful. He has seen engloecring became ohe of
Le mosy respecled as well as populdr of
the professions,

'3, pad
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WOTORMEN THER®
0N SHITCAMER

Experiment with New Device- L

¢ |

Which Is Worked from g
the Controller Box. '

- .

' experiments swhich the Interutban
Btreel Rallway Company is conducting ‘gt
Eenox avenue and Hfth street with an an«
tomatic electric switch prove stccessful s
conelderable amound of tme and labor will |
be galhed for the surface transporia=
tion,

This switeh, whicli lias just besn Installed, .
8 operated by the motorman. The var is
stopped at a polnt ten feet from the frog.
and by applying the brake and throwing
aver ihe controller handle to the fourth
uoteh a connectlion ls established hetween
the plough and an electrical connection in
the elot which throws the switch, Ip 1hs
switoh is open the motorman simply rung hia
car Inta the frog before bringing It to &
standstill, thus holding It opon,

Al thie point where the new device is lielng
testeld the Lexington and Columbus avenys
ecars turn north and south into 116Lh stresdt,
and ears of the crosstown line alse pasg
under, & headway 2qual to that of thoss In
Thirty-fourth and Twenty-third streets.

Three switchmen were requireéd under the
old arrangement, and at times the trafic
was delayed by the gbsence of the men whils
performing other duties. "Thoe  werviee s
been delayed still further recently by the
rapld translt construction work alb this
polnt. This led Herberl . Vreeland, the
president of the company, (o authorizs a test
al the new contrivance,

Whila the switeh thus far lias proved
sptisfactory it has been declded to contlnus
the test through the winter before placing
It in general use,

CHICAGO RUSHES
FOR AUTOMOBILES

Eight Hundred Szid To Have
Been Sold in the Windy {
City This Seasaon.

Cawago, 1., Saturder.—It is estimated b
the representutives of firms in the local
autemobile trage that more then S00 sutos
mobiles jwere =o0ld in thie city during the
present season. This i= a record salil to be
unenanied for this or any ather vear in New
York, Boston, Phlladdlphit o any ciher ¢ity
East ar Wist. g

In Chicago the bulilhess in automobiles has

inereased from T to 100 per cent over last
year. [




